
Pershore – A 

Georgian Market 

Town
� By   

� Auriol Ainley          Pershore & District u3a





� Pershore is a small elegant market town on the banks of the river Avon, 
roughly in the middle of England south of Birmingham

� A settlement since the Iron Age – evidence of Roman occupation has 
been discovered

� Population around 9000.

� In the Vale of Evesham, renowned for its rich fertile soil and perfect climate 
for growing fruit, vegetables, asparagus

� It has beautiful Georgian architecture, a wonderful ancient Abbey, 
gorgeous views towards Bredon Hill, the Malvern Hills and into the 
Cotswolds

� And an agricultural college, independent shops and a locally run 
theatre/cinema.  And very friendly people!





The Abbey Church of the Holy Cross

- In 681 land given to fund a Monastery, in 972 took the Benedictine rule

- Suffered several fires, in 1540 under King Henry VIII the monastery was 

dissolved and destroyed

- Town saved the East End which still remains

- One of England’s finest examples of Norman and Early English architecture

- Tower has 8 bells regularly rung for services and special events and 

celebrations, such as the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee

- Holds orchestral concerts, choirs and singers, both local and international

















Architecture – The Georgian Period

- 1714-1830  is the Georgian period after the Hanoverian Kings George I, II, III 

and IV

- Trade expanded, consumerism and popular culture blossomed.  Wool 

dealing, glove making and market gardening flourished, Pershore became 

prosperous and fashionable

- Many of the beautiful houses are Listed Buildings 













The Bridge 

� Over the river Avon, originally built in 1413 by the Monks

� 1644 – damaged during the English Civil War 

� Rebuilt with local stone from nearby Elmley Castle







Fruit Growing – particularly the Plum

� Fruit growing since medieval times

� 1827 – Yellow plum discovered growing wild in ancient local Tiddesley 
Wood, a settlement since the Ice Age.  This became the Pershore Yellow 
Egg Plum

� 1887 – 2 varieties purple plum resistant to Silver Leaf disease, this became 
the Pershore Purple Plum

� 1870 – records show 900 tons of fruit being sent to markets at harvest

� 1914-1918 – food scarce – plums shipped by steam train all over England

� 1927 – GWR Railway named the first and only engine after a fruit – The 
Pershore Plum!





Pershore Plum Fayre

� Held during August, the whole town goes plum crazy!

� 1920 – was the ’largest plum show on earth’

� Still attracts thousands of visitors to the town

� Worcester Race Course recently revived the 72 year old ‘Hand O’Plums 

Chase’ during August to celebrate Pershore’s Plum Fayre



Plum considered a ‘super food’

� Plums are a very valuable fruit for our health

� The local butcher makes Plum Sausages, Plum pork pies and other 

delicacies

� Plum beer is brewed locally

� Locally made plum jam, jelly, chutney, puddings ….. And soap!













Pershore – a gentle and interesting place to 

live!

A Perfect Place for Plums!

Visitors are always very welcome!

We look forward to seeing you here!


