
TRAVELING 
FROM NORTH TO SOUTH BULGARIA

Emilia Velikova - tour leader



Hello travelers! 



MAIN POINTS

1) The River Danube

2) The Danube bridge/ Friendship 
Bridge

3) The TV tower of Ruse

4) ñLeventaò Restaurant

5) St. Dimitar Basarbovski Monastery 

6) Rock Monastery St. Michael,                
the Archangel

7) Orlova Chuka Cave

8) Veliko Tarnovo ïthe capital of the 
Second Bulgarian Empire

Å9. Gabrovo 

9) The town of Gabrovo

10)Shipka

11)The town of Kazanlak

Thracian Tomb of Kazanlak

12) The Petrified Wedding 

(the Stone Wedding)

Future information about?











THE RIVER DANUBE

By the town of Ruse, the river 

Danube is 900 ï1000 m 

wide. 

It is the border between 

Bulgaria and Romania that 

has a length of about 500 km. 

The town of Ruse is 65 km far 

from the town of Bucharest. 
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DANUBE BRIDGE/ FRIENDSHIP BRIDGE
In 1945 the Danube bridge was built. It allows big oceans ships built in the 
Ruse shipyard to pass under it.  

There is other one being the New Europe Bridge between the cities of Vidin 
and Calafat.
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ÅThe Danube bridge that is also called the Friendship Bridge. It was opened on 20 June 1954. The 
designers were the Soviet engineers V. Andreev and N. Rudomazin. The bridge is a steel truss 
bridge over the river between the cities of Ruse (Bulgaria) and Giurgiu (Romania). 

ÅIts length is 2.80 km and passes at an altitude of 30 meters above the water. Built on two levels ï
for trains and cars. The uncial part of the bridge is its middle part that can be raised for passing big 
oceans ships.



The second Bulgarian bridge over the Danube river is the New Europe Bridge between the cities of 
Vidin (BG) and Calafat (RO). 





THE TV TOWER OF RUSE

The TV tower was built by  a 
very big team. My father, as 
electrical engineer,  was a 
member of this team in the 
1970õs.

It had to be the second 
tallest tower on the Balkans. 
But there was an order from 
the Communist party and 
the techniques was taken 
from Sofia.   
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The TV tower of Ruse was built by a very

big team. My father, as electrical

engineer, was a member of this team in

the 1970ôs.

It had to be the second tallest tower on

the Balkans. But there was an order from

the Communist party and the techniques

was taken from Sofia.

The tower is a private place now.



òLEVENTAó RESTAURANT

In the building where the ammunitions of Ruschuk garrison were kept back in the 1980ôsnow a beautiful

restaurant is housed. The owners have also made a wine cellar in it and you can taste their delicious

wines.

The restaurant has several rooms where you can see the Bulgarian history in pictures and a lovely

garden.
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ST. DIMITARBASARBOVSKI
ROCK MONASTERY  
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For the first time his name was mentioned in Ottoman tax register from

1431. The most famous inhabitant of the monastery is St. Dimitar

Basarbovski. He was born in 1685 in the village Basarbovo that is a part of

the town of Ruse. He spent his entire life in the monastery.

Once he inadvertently stepped on a bird's nest with the birds. As

punishment, he did not wear the guilty leg for three years - both winter and

summer.

The imperishable body of St. Dimitar Basarbovski is considered miraculous

and is very revered in Bulgaria and Romania. Initially, the relics were

illuminated in the monastery, but the ruler of Wallachia sent a group to stole

them. The relics were loaded on a wagon, but no matter how they tried to

drive the horses the animals refuse to step ahead. They changed the

horses but these animals again refused to walk and the relics stayed in the

monastery.



ÅLater, during the Russo-Turkish War, they were loaded to be transferred to Russia. The road, however, passed
through Bucharest in which people at that time died from the terrible plague. Once the relics entered the town, the
disease escaped from there. Therefore the Romanians begged for the relics and they remained in Bucharest.


