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Pershore is a small elegant market town on the banks of the river Avon,
roughly in the middle of England south of Birmingham

A settlement since the Iron Age 0 evidence of Roman occupation has
been discovered

Population around 9000.

In the Vale of Evesham, renowned for its rich fertile soil and perfect climate
for growing fruit, vegetables, asparagus

It has beautiful Georgian architecture, a wonderful ancient Abbey,
gorgeous views towards Bredon Hill, the Malvern Hills and into the
Cotswolds

And an agricultural college, independent shops and a locally run
theatre/cinema. And very friendly people!
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The Abbey Church of the Holy Cross

In 681 land given to fund a Monastery, in 972 took the Benedictine rule

Suffered several fires, in 1540 under King Henry VIII the monastery was
dissolved and destroyed

- Town saved the East End which still remains

- One of Englandodos finest examples of Nor ma

- Tower has 8 bells regularly rung for services and special events and
celebrations, such as the Queendos Pl atinu

- Holds orchestral concerts, choirs and singers, both local and international
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AD 972 - EDGAR GRANTED
A CHARTER TO
PERSHORE AND BISHOP
OSWALD OF WORCESTER
ESTABLISHED BENED(CTINE
MOoNKS THERE.

The Story of Pershore, The Abbey and the Park
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No.1 From Ice to Fire
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1223 -
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MUCH OF THE OLD
NORMAN CHURCH.
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THE WALLS WERE MADE
FROM FACED STONES
WITH A RUBBLE
IN-FILL BETWEEN.

BY 1130 THE NORMAN BUILDING
WAS COMPLETED. THEY USED
WOODEN SCAFFOLDING MADE
FROM POLES LASHED TOGETHER.
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FOLLOWING EDWARD'S CQIFT
OF LAND AT PERSHORF TO
WESTMINETER ABB&EY,
ST ANOREW ', WAS BNLT TO
SERVE THE TENANTS OF THE
ABBOT OF WESTMINSTER,
THE LOCAL POPULATION
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BY THE 10603 THE NORTH
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1994 — URCENT
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THE SoOouTH

1972 - THE MILLENIUM OF THE ABBEY TRANSEPT,
WAS CELEBRATED. PRINCESS TOWER AND
ALEXANDRA JOINED THE LARGE PINNACLES.

CONGRE GATION.

o
871 — PINNACLES
WERE ADDED TO
THE BUILDING.
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Architecture 0 The Georgian Period

- 1714-1830 is the Georgian period after the Hanoverian Kings George I, I, [
and IV

- Trade expanded, consumerism and popular culture blossomed. Wool
dealing, glove making and market gardening flourished, Pershore became
prosperous and fashionable

- Many of the beautiful houses are Listed Buildings
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The Story of Pershore, The Abbey and the Park

No.4 A Race Through the Years

Pershore Abbey Chronology

681-89 Ethelred of Mercia gave estates to Oswaid
to establish a monastery at Pershore.

=King Edgar's charter confirmed the estate.

o972
The Benedictine Rule was introduced.
An anti-monastic reaction. Two thirds of the

976-83
Pershore estate seized.
\ new church built by 1020 following a fire in 1002

1002-20
Earl Odda, benefactor died at Deerhurst and was

1056
buried at Pershore
Edward the Confessor gave the alienated lands

1065
to endow Westminster Abbey.
1090-1130 The Norman Abbey buiit. The south transept and

tower plers remain.
A fire on St Urban's day destroyed the Norman quire.

1223
The Early English quire and the combined triforium

1239
and clerestory completed.
Another fire brought down the Norman tower and

1288
ruined the quire roof.
1290-1330 The ploughshare lierne vaulting and the tower rebuilt in

the Decorated style.
Surrender of the monastery. The monks quire bought for

1540
£400 to be the parish church.
The north buttress buiit to support the tower after the

1686
transept fell.

Restoration by Gilbert Scott. The lantern tower opened up.

1862-4
Cracks in the south transept and the vaulting.

1913
The western buttress built.
Re-ordering of the sanctuary by George Pace.

1960

1992-4 Restoration of the south transept, tower and roofs

1996-7 Laying of stone fioor with under-floor heating after
archaeological investigation.

Abbey Park

Black under layer - 1904 map
Blue over layer - 2007 map

Criginally the Abbey grounds was used by the monks
for growing vegetables, fruit and for fish from the ponds.

In 1762 the land around the land around the farm and
the open fields of Holy Cross were enclosed its likely

the Park was a farmed area.
1904 maps show two fish ponds, still in existence and
areas of orchard.
Abbey house was built after dissolution of the monastery
as a private residence. Rebuilt into a gothic mansion
in Victorian times. Bought in 1910 by monks who lived
there till 1928. Demolished in the 1930s.
Pershore Bowling Club building in the 1930s.
Play area opened in 1957, refurbished at intervals over the
years. The latest being in 2006.
Public Conveniences constructed in 1993.

Car Park at Abbey Road constructed in 1997.

Water Play opened in Summer 2008S.
Skate Park opened in Summer 2008.
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The Bridge

Over the river Avon, originally built in 1413 by the Monks

1644 0 damaged during the English Civil War

Rebuilt with local stone from nearby Elmley Castle










Fruit Growing 0 particularly the Plum

Fruit growing since medieval times

1827 d Yellow plum discovered growing wild in ancient local Tiddesley
Wood, a settlement since the Ice Age. This became the Pershore Yellow
Egg Plum

1887 & 2 varieties purple plum resistant to Silver Leaf disease, this became
the Pershore Purple Plum

1870 & records show 900 tons of fruit being sent to markets at harvest

1914-1918 o food scarce 0 plums shipped by steam train all over England

1927 8 GWR Railway named the first and only engine after a fruit d The
Pershore Plum!







